
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 9587June 6, 2000
(d) PROGRESS REPORTS.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report that 
describes the progress made toward imple-
menting the Internet-based system required 
under this section. 
SEC. 3. ACCESSING INFORMATION AND FILING 

OVER THE INTERNET. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after 

the date of enactment of this Act, in accordance 
with subsection (b), the Secretary shall expand 
implementation of the Internet-based system es-
tablished under section 2 by enabling agricul-
tural producers to access and file all forms and, 
at the option of the Secretary, selected records 
and information of the agencies of the Depart-
ment specified in section 2(b). 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall ensure that an 
agricultural producer is able—

(1) to file electronically or in paper form, at 
the option of the agricultural producer, all 
forms required by agencies of the Department 
specified in section 2(b); 

(2) to file electronically or in paper form, at 
the option of the agricultural producer, all doc-
umentation required by agencies of the Depart-
ment specified in section 2(b) and determined 
appropriate by the Secretary; and 

(3) to access information of the Department 
concerning farm programs, quarterly trade, eco-
nomic, and production reports, and other simi-
lar production agriculture information that is 
readily available to the public in paper form. 
SEC. 4. AVAILABILITY OF AGENCY INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY FUNDS. 
(a) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—From funds 

made available for agencies of the Department 
specified in section 2(b) for information tech-
nology or information resource management, the 
Secretary shall reserve from those agencies’ ap-
plicable accounts a total amount equal to not 
more than the following: 

(1) For fiscal year 2001, $3,000,000. 
(2) For each subsequent fiscal year, $2,000,000. 
(b) TIME FOR RESERVATION.—The Secretary 

shall notify Congress of the amount to be re-
served under subsection (a) for a fiscal year not 
later than December 1 of that fiscal year. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Funds reserved under 

subsection (a) shall be used to establish the 
Internet-based system required under section 2 
and to expand the system as required by section 
3. 

(2) MAINTENANCE.—Once the system is estab-
lished and operational, reserved amounts shall 
be used for maintenance and improvement of the 
system. 

(d) RETURN OF FUNDS.—Funds reserved under 
subsection (a) and unobligated at the end of the 
fiscal year shall be returned to the agency from 
which the funds were reserved, to remain avail-
able until expended. 
SEC. 5. FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORA-

TION AND RISK MANAGEMENT AGEN-
CY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 1, 
2000, the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation 
and the Risk Management Agency shall submit 
to the Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate a 
plan, that is consistent with this Act, to allow 
agricultural producers to—

(1) obtain, over the Internet, from approved 
insurance providers all forms and other infor-
mation concerning the program under the juris-
diction of the Corporation and Agency in which 
the agricultural producer is a participant; and 

(2) file electronically all paperwork required 
for participation in the program. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—The plan shall—
(1) conform to sections 2(c) and 3(b); and 

(2) prescribe—
(A) the location and type of data to be made 

available to agricultural producers; 
(B) the location where agricultural producers 

can electronically file their paperwork; and 
(C) the responsibilities of the applicable par-

ties, including agricultural producers, the Risk 
Management Agency, the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Corporation, approved insurance pro-
viders, crop insurance agents, and brokers. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than Decem-
ber 1, 2001, the Federal Crop Insurance Corpora-
tion and the Risk Management Agency shall 
complete implementation of the plan submitted 
under subsection (a). 
SEC. 6. CONFIDENTIALITY. 

In carrying out this Act, the Secretary—
(1) may not make available any information 

over the Internet that would otherwise not be 
available for release under section 552 or 552a of 
title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) shall ensure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that the confidentiality of persons is 
maintained. 

Mr. LAHOOD (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate amendment to the 
House amendments be considered as 
read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection.
Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sup-

port the House in concurring with the Senate 
amendment and passing S. 777, otherwise 
known as, the Freedom to E-File bill. 

I have long been a proponent of initiatives 
at USDA to provide better service to farmers 
and ranchers through streamlining and the use 
of new technologies, while at the same time 
saving taxpayer dollars. 

Growing numbers of farmers and ranchers 
are using home computers. This fact, coupled 
with budget demands, is putting enormous 
pressure on USDA’s field service employees. 
It is therefore imperative that USDA take ad-
vantage of the internet for the efficiencies it 
can offer. Doing so will benefit overworked 
field service staff, save taxpayer dollars, and 
allow farmers and ranchers to spend more 
time on their operations and less time visiting 
USDA offices. 

For these reasons, I believe USDA must im-
prove electronic access to its programs and 
services. Consequently, I support S. 777, the 
Freedom to E-File bill. 

While I support the goals of this bill, I would 
prefer a more comprehensive look at USDA 
reorganization and modernization. Unfortu-
nately, it appears that changes at USDA are 
only going to be made on an incremental 
basis. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the initial request of the 
gentleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
The motion to reconsider is laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 

which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S. 777. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING PRESIDENT TO 
AWARD GOLD MEDAL ON BE-
HALF OF CONGRESS TO 
CHARLES M. SCHULZ 
Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 3642) to author-
ize the President to award a gold medal 
on behalf of the Congress to Charles M. 
Schulz in recognition of his lasting ar-
tistic contributions to the Nation and 
the world, with Senate amendments 
thereto, and concur in the Senate 
amendments. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ments, as follows: 
Senate amendments:
Strike out all after the enacting clause and 

insert:
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Charles M. Schulz was born on November 

26, 1922, in St. Paul, Minnesota, the son of Carl 
and Dena Schulz. 

(2) Charles M. Schulz served his country in 
World War II, working his way up from infan-
tryman to staff sergeant and eventually leading 
a machine gun squad. He kept morale high by 
decorating fellow soldiers’ letters home with car-
toons of barracks life. 

(3) After returning from the war, Charles M. 
Schulz returned to his love for illustration, and 
took a job with ‘‘Timeless Topix’’. He also took 
a second job as an art instructor. Eventually, 
his hard work paid off when the Saturday 
Evening Post began purchasing a number of his 
single comic panels. 

(4) It was in his first weekly comic strip, ‘‘L’il 
Folks’’, that Charlie Brown was born. That 
comic strip, which was eventually renamed 
‘‘Peanuts’’, became the sole focus of Charles M. 
Schulz’s career. 

(5) Charles M. Schulz drew every frame of the 
‘‘Peanuts’’ strip, which ran 7 days a week, since 
it was created in October 1950. This is rare dedi-
cation in the field of comic illustration. 

(6) The ‘‘Peanuts’’ comic strip appeared in 
2,600 newspapers around the world daily until 
January 3, 2000, and on Sundays until February 
13, 2000, and reached approximately 335,000,000 
readers every day in 20 different languages, 
making Charles M. Schulz the most successful 
comic illustrator in the world. 

(7) Charles M. Schulz’s television special, ‘‘A 
Charlie Brown Christmas’’, has run for 34 con-
secutive years. In all, more than 60 animated 
specials have been created based on ‘‘Peanuts’’ 
characters. Four feature films, 1,400 books, and 
a hit Broadway musical about the ‘‘Peanuts’’ 
characters have also been produced. 

(8) Charles M. Schulz was a leader in the field 
of comic illustration and in his community. He 
paved the way for other artists in this field over 
the last 50 years and continues to be praised for 
his outstanding achievements. 

(9) Charles M. Schulz gave back to his com-
munity in many ways, including owning and 
operating Redwood Empire Ice Arena in Santa 
Rosa, California. The arena has become a favor-
ite gathering spot for people of all ages. Charles 
M. Schulz also financed a yearly ice show that 
drew crowds from all over the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 
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